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LESSON 1

| 2. CORNERSTONECONNECTIONS
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flash

“In suffering and humiliation, a sport for the Philistines, Samson learned more of his own

weakness than he had ever known before; and his afflictions led him to repentance”

(Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 566).
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D dead. A New Testament exam-

o you think?

Agree or disagree:
How do the decisions we make about the little things in our everyday
life contribute to how we will make decisions about the bigger,
more important, things in life?

did you
know?

hat is a Nazarite
Vow?” The word
“Nazarite”  simply
means to be separated
or consecrated. This
commitment meant that the individ-
ual (man or woman) would,
for a set time: (1) Con-
sume no wine, grape
juice, raisins—anything
grape. (2) let no razor cut
their hair, or (3) avoid being
around or touching anything

ple might be found in Romans
12:1: “Offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God.”




punch lines

“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.’ Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ's power may rest on me” (2 Corinthians 12:9, NIV).

“And what more shall | say? | do not have time to tell about Gideon,
Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the
prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered
justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of
lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge
of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength;
and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign
armies” (Hebrews 11:32-34, NIV).

“No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but

painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest
of righteousness and peace for those who have
been trained by it” (Hebrews 12:11, NIV).

“Those whom I love | rebuke and discipline.
So be earnest and repent” (Revelation
3:19, NIv).

“Let God weigh me in honest scales
and he will know that | am blameless—if
my steps have turned from the path, if my
heart has been led by my eyes, or if my
hands have been defiled, then may others
eat what | have sown, and may my crops
be uprooted” (Job 31:6-8, NIV).

“God is my strength and power, and He
makes my way perfect.” (2 Samuel 22:33,
NKJV).

“For my life is spent with grief, and my

years with sighing; my strength fails because of

my iniquity, and my bones waste away” (Psalm
31:10, NKJV).

further

insight

“None are so sinful that they cannot find
strength, purity, and righteousness in Jesus,
who died for them. He is waiting to strip them of
their garments stained and polluted with sin, and to put
upon them the white robes of righteousness; He bids them

live and not die.”—kilen 6. White, Steps to Christ p. 52.
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connectingtolife

Tuesday
Read 2 Corinthians 12:9.
I n this week’s Flashlight quote from Patri-
archs and Prophets, Ellen White claims that
Samson “learned more of his own weakness
than he had ever known before; and his
afflictions led him to repentance.” Samson was
not only a mighty man of strength—he was a
judge. In what areas of your life do you need to
have more strength? What areas of your life do
you need to feel a greater sense of your weak-
ness? Whom do you know today that is in touch
with their strengths and weaknesses? How do
they negotiate through life successfully? What
lessons can you learn from their walk?

Wednesday

Samson had physical strength, but his
spiritual weakness got the best of him.

He could have accomplished much more had

he learned to control his passions and let

God lead.

Read the Punch Lines in this week’s lesson and
identify the passage that is speaking to you
today. Why does this Scripture seem to be so
relevant to you now? Continue to reflect on the
passages and cooperate with God to become
disciplined and open to His work in your life.

Thursday

Read Hebrews 11:32-34.

In this week’s lesson we learn about Sam-
son’s life and death. His life is an example of

what happens when we allow our own desires

to rule instead of following God’s plans in how

to live. God has a plan for each of us and He

will use us to do mighty things to honor Him

Ghis week’s reading* A

Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beginning
of the End'), chapter 54.

*Beginning of the End'is a special adaptation of Patriarchs and
Prophets, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific
Press®. Get more information about it at www.cornerstoneconnec
tions.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion
-books#.URINF1rBOYs. By following the weekly reading plan,

you will read at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series

each year. j




