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flash

“David seemed to be cut off from every human support. Al that he held dear on earth had
been swept from him. Saul had driven him from his country; the Philistines had driven him
from the camp; the Amalekites had plundered his city; his wives and children had been
made prisoners; and his own familiar friends had banded against him, and threatened him
even with death. In this hour of utmost extremity David, instead of permitting his mind to
dwell upon these painful circumstances, looked earnestly to God for help. He ‘encouraged

himself in the Lord’ ” (Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 692).
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@ripture Story: 1 Samuel 29; 30; 2 Samuel 1.
Commentary: Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beginning of the End),

chapter 68.

Key -

“Then David and all the men with

him took hold of their clothes and
tore them. They mourned and
wept and fasted till evening for
Saul and his son Jonathan, and
for the army of the Lorp and for
the nation of Israel, because they
had fallen by the sword.”

(2 Samuel 1:11, 12, NIV)
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o you think?

Which do you like better, the beginning of a long journey or the

ending of one? Explain your answer:

Do you remember a particularly trying time in your life
that you wished would come to an end? What did

you learn from that experience?

did you
know?
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0 you know the mean-
ing of the word “lament”? To
lament something is to show
grief, sorrow, or regret by way
of a song or poem.




punch lines

“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, | urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you
have received” (Ephesians 4:1, NIV).

“Submit to God and be at peace with him; in this way prosperity will
come to you” (Job 22:21, NIV).

“Lead me, Lorp, in your righteousness because of my
enemies—make your way straight before me” (Psalm 5:8,

NIV).

“My friends and companions avoid me because of
my wounds; my neighbors stay far away” (Psalm
38:11, NIV).

“For | am the Lorp your God who takes hold of
your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; |
will help you” (Isaiah 41:13, NIV).

further

insight

“The angels of heaven
are sent forth to minister
to those who shall be heirs

of salvation.”—cien G. White, The
Desire of Ages, p. 639.

“We know not what results a
day, an hour, or a moment may
determine, and never should we

begin the day without committing our
ways to our heavenly Father. His angels
are appointed to watch over us, and if we

put ourselves under their guardianship, then in
every time of danger they will be at our right hand.”
—Ellen G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 341.

N
(=]
-
=S
(1]
-
(7]
-+
(=]
S
("]
N
(=]
=}
=
("}
N
-
(=]
=}
(]

[
©




'
(-]

v
o
(=]
-
(]
-
(]
(=
-
(=]
(9]

connectingtolife

What did David do to the Amalekite who killed
Saul?

Why?

What does this act tell you about David's
respect for the person God chose to be king?

Tuesday
Read 1 Samuel 27:1-4 and 29:1-7.
ead the Flashlight focus for this week.
Ellen White is writing about one of the
lowest moments in David's life. As great as
David was, he was not without human flaws.
As he fled from Saul, David made a pact with
Achish, a Philistine commander, and hid among
his people.

How did the alliance fall apart?

Why did David put his safety and that of
his people in the hands of an enemy?
What does this say about his trust in God’s
protection?

Wednesday

A s you read this week’s Punch Lines, focus
on the promise given to us by God in each

one. God’s promises are always conditional

upon our obedience. Choose two scriptures

from the Punch Lines list and state below the

promises God makes and the conditions we

must meet to receive them.

Promise

Condition

Ghis week’s reading’: A

Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beginning
of the End'), chapter 68.

*Beginning of the End is a special adaptation of Patriarchs and

Prophets, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific
Press®. Get more information about it at www.cornerstoneconnec
tions.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion
-books#.URIhF1rB09s. By following the weekly reading plan,

you will read at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series

each year. j




