
The standard Youth Sabbath School materials for this topic contain a Student Lesson and 
a Teacher’s Guide. In addition to these materials provided by the General Conference 
Sabbath School Department, the North American Division Youth Department is providing 
supplemental materials you can also choose to add to this lesson. Think in terms of your 
specific setting and the young people at your Youth Sabbath School. As you seek to involve 
them in the study and application of the Bible for this week, prayerfully pick and choose the 
components that will form the Youth Sabbath School for your young people. Be sensitive to 
the Holy Spirit as you make your plan, and continue to be sensitive as it guides you during 
the Sabbath School.

Session 13 Family Fiascoes (March 30, 2019)
SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

• Genesis 34, 35, 37

OVERVIEW
Families have always experienced acceptance and 
rejection, joy and anguish, hope and despair. What 
made the difference in Bible times? What makes the 
difference today?

You can obtain the Student Lesson as well as 
the Teacher’s Guide with a click by visiting 
YouthSabbathSchoolIdeas.org, which will 
provide everything you need for your Youth 
Sabbath School Student Lesson

keytextkeytext

CORNERSTONECONNECTIONSCORNERSTONECONNECTIONS

flashlight
“There was no arbitrary choice on the part of God by which Esau was shut out from the 

blessings of salvation. The gifts of His grace through Christ are free to all. There is no elec-

tion but one’s own by which any may perish. God has set forth in His word the conditions 

upon which every soul will be elected to eternal life—obedience to His commandments, 

through faith in Christ. God has elected a character in har mony with His law, and anyone 

who shall reach the standard of His requirement will have an entrance into the kingdom of 

glory. Christ Himself said, ‘He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that 

believeth not the Son shall not see life’ ” (Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 207).
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family fiascoesfamily fiascoes
Scripture Story: Genesis 34; 35; 37.
Commentary: Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beginning of the 

End ), chapter 19.

“And God said to him, ‘I am God 

Almighty; be fruitful and increase in 

number. . . . The land I gave to Abra-

ham and Isaac I also give to you, and 

I will give this land to your descen-

dants after you.’ ”

(Genesis 35:11, 12, NIV)
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Teacher’s Guide

family fiascoesfamily fiascoes
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CORNERSTONECONNECTIONSCORNERSTONECONNECTIONS

PREPARING TO TEACH

I. SYNOPSIS
Jacob’s family continues to be a source of great pain 

during this era of his life. First, there is the fiasco involving 
his daughter, Dinah. After Shechem, son of Hamor the 
Hivite, violated her, Dinah’s brothers, Simeon and Levi, 
attacked Hamor’s city and slaughtered every male.

Next, Jacob’s family proves to be a source of  
great personal pain. After returning to Bethel, Deborah, 
the nurse for Jacob’s mom, died. This loss was fol-
lowed by Rachel’s tragic death—which occurred 
while giving birth to Benjamin. Then Jacob’s father, 
Isaac, died. To make matters worse, during this peri-
od Reuben, Jacob’s oldest son, slept with his father’s 
concubine, Bilhah. She was the mother of two of 
Reuben’s half brothers, Dan and Naphtali. 

Jacob’s family woes only intensified as he showed  
blatant favoritism toward his son Joseph. This sparked 
intense jealousy among Joseph’s brothers. A dream 
that Joseph’s brothers would someday bow to him 
only fueled the inferno of envy. The sibling rivalry grew 
until Joseph’s brothers betrayed him, selling him to 
merchants. Then Jacob’s sons deceived Jacob by 
bringing Joseph’s coat covered in blood, suggesting 
that Joseph had been killed. There is great irony in 
their act, for now Jacob was deceived in a fashion 
similar to the way he had duped his dad. Clearly there 
is plenty in this story to perplex even professional 
family therapists. 

 
II. TARGET

The students will:

•   See the ugly consequences of sin as they are 
played out in the context of family. (Know)

•   Experience the healing grace that God offers to  
His children. (Feel)

•  Have the opportunity to trust God in all family  
matters. (Respond)

III. EXPLORE
•  Family dynamics
•  Peer pressure
•  Anger

TEACHING

I. GETTING STARTED

Activity
Refer the students to the What Do You Think? 

section of their lesson. After they have completed it, 
discuss their responses. 

Illustration
Share this illustration in your own words:
You come home from school and plop yourself on  

the sofa. Your thoughts drift to fond images of your 
close encounter with “Blue Eyes” in chemistry class. 
 Suddenly your mom interrupts your fantasy. “I  
think we met the perfect match for you today—Leslie. 
Yes! We’ve decided it’s Leslie for you.”
 Not that your opinion matters, but you saw Leslie  
once at a youth rally, and your heart didn’t flutter. Not that 
Leslie’s ugly, but freckles and braces aren’t your thing. 
Also, you would prefer someone at least as tall as you.

c
o

rn
e

rs
to

n
e

c
o

n
n

e
c

tio
n

s

107

Scripture Story: Genesis 34; 35; 37.
Commentary: Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beginning of the 

End ), chapter 19.

Sabbath
Read Romans 5:3-5

C omplete the exercise in the What Do You 
Think? section. Why do you think you an-

swered as you did? When you run headlong 
into moments when you are faced with your 
sin, how do you respond? What part of today's 
reading speaks to you in your wrestling with 
God? (Underline it.)

Sunday
Read Genesis 32:30.

R ead the Bible story of Jacob’s wrestling 
with God in the Into the Story section and 

study the passage using the Out of the Story 
questions. What do you think is the central 
issue in Jacob’s struggle? Why? What do you 
think is significant about Jacob’s testimony at 
the end of the struggle when he says, “It is 
because I saw God face to face, and yet my 
life was spared.” If God were trying to give you 
one message in this story, what would that 
message be? 

Monday
Read Genesis 28:13-15.

F rom today's reading, try to imagine God’s 
voice as He is giving this promise, not just 

to Jacob, but to you. It is God’s voice that 
claims “I am the Lord” and “I am with you” and 
“I will watch over you.” If it were any human 
making bold promises it might be somewhat 
suspicious, but God assures Jacob that He will 
keep His promises. Count on it. Whom do you 
know who needs to hear this promise from 
God this week? You can write a note anony-
mously, or share in person, or even pray that 
God will give you the opportunity to offer en-
couragement to someone whose future is un-
certain. Pray today that God will show you the 
right person with whom to share this promise. 
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3. 

4. 

5. 

Friday
Read 2 Corinthians 12:9.

P aul knew what it was like to rest in God’s 
grace when the future was uncertain. In 

today's reading notice the tender, sustaining 
power of God’s grace. Jacob learned through 
wrestling with the angel and through the drama 
with his family about the way God interacts and 
transforms people. What experience in your 
life resembles most closely the story of Jacob 
wrestling with God? Why? How have you been 
transformed by this experience?

Texts credited to NIV are from the Holy Bible, New International 

Version®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, 

Inc®. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Tuesday
Read 1 John 3:1.

I n the Flashlight portion you will notice a 
quote from Patriarchs and Prophets, page 

184. Read this commentary on Jacob’s lad-
der and notice the basic truth it represents. Is 
there someone in your life who helps you keep 
the lines of communion open with God? Who 
encourages you to continue to walk with and 
talk to the Savior? Let them know this week 
how they have been a support for you in your 
relationship with God. 

Wednesday

R ead through the various passages offered 
in the Punch Lines section and identify 

whether the Bible verse offers: (1) encourage-
ment, (2) insight, or (3) challenge. Choose the 
Bible verse that you think you need the most 
today and be ready to share it with someone 
else. There may come a moment today when 
someone needs a word of encouragement, or 
insight, or instruction. Pray that the Lord will 
help you discover which is most needed in 
your life today, as well as by someone else 
with whom you may come in contact.

Thursday
Read Psalm 50:15.

T o really dig into this story more fully, read 
chapters 17 and 18 of Patriarchs and 

Prophets and find the power-packed state-
ments that jump out at you. For example, 
Ellen White writes: “Jacob prevailed because 
he was persevering and determined. His ex-
perience testifies to the power of importunate 
prayer. It is now that we are to learn this les-
son of prevailing prayer, of unyielding faith” 
(Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 203). God wants 
us to continue to cling to Him relentlessly! In 
what way is God challenging you to persevere 
in prayer? Try to make a brief list of five in-
sights you gained from the reading that you 
hadn’t really thought about before:

1. 

2. 

this week’s reading*
Patriarchs and Prophets (or Be-
ginning of the End ), chapters 17 
and 18.

*Beginning of the End is a special adaptation of 
Patriarchs and Prophets, created for you by the Ellen 
G. White Estate and Pacific Press. Get more infor-
mation about it at www.cornerstoneconnections.net 
/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-compan 
ion-books#.URlhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly 
reading plan, you will read at least one book of the 
Conflict of the Ages series each year.

connectingtolife
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The following are additional components you can pick and choose from, use as is, or adapt 
to your specific Sabbath School lesson. These supplemental ideas provide more options for 
this topic. Here’s a brief description of each.

1. Opening Activity
This is an icebreaker or some other activity designed to get people focused as you 
begin.

2. Video Clip and Follow-up Questions
This is a short video clip and an idea for you to create your own video on this 
week’s topic, plus a few follow-up questions to spark discussion afterwards.

3. Music
These are recommendations for song selection. Remember that it’s best to create 
your own music and choose songs and styles that are best for your setting. We are 
not endorsing a particular style or even a specific song, but we will suggest several 
different songs with lyrics that relate to the topic for this week. You can sing along 
with prerecorded tracks (YouTube is a good source) or better yet, ask youth with 
musical talent in your Sabbath School to play instruments and lead the singing.

4. Bible Study Guides for Scripture for This Lesson
This is another approach to the same topic found in the Teacher’s Guide, but 
from a different angle. Expect activities to illustrate the topic followed by some 
questions.

5. Application Ideas for Living Out This Lesson This Week
These are designed to spark ideas for ways you and your participants can move 
from talk to action and live out the lesson in a practical way this week.

6. Youth Leader Tip for the Week
This bonus is just for the youth leader—a quick tip and an illustration to enhance 
the way you do youth leadership. If it’s something you already know or have 
learned through trial and error, this is a quick reminder.

7. Teen Q & A
This section features a teen's question and a youth pastor's response. This might 
be a question your teens are asking. Use the response to springboard into a 
discussion with your Youth Sabbath School participants.

And here are those seven supplemental materials in more detail for this week’s lesson: 
"Family Fiascoes."
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Opening Activity
OPTION 1: TARGET PRACTICE
Draw a simple target and give participants three shots at hitting the bullseye. 
Pretend that the participant is getting a ready-made family based on the 

characteristics they hit. Create a target (two options are available here, or create your own). 
This can be a dart board with darts, a Velcro target with balls that stick, or some other 
simple game device. 
The two options are available at the end of this PDF.

OPTION 2: PERSONAL COAT OF ARMS
This takes more time, is more involved, and can be quite personal. You will need a page 
with a blank coat of arms and colored pencils or markers to create some art on the sheet. 
Provide a blank coat of arms for each person. (This was also used as part of the February 23 
materials for lesson option 3.) In medieval Europe, a knight would have a coat of arms on his 
shield. This would show his accomplishments and came to represent his identity. Those in 
the knight’s family would use this coat of arms to represent their family identity.
If you were to create a coat of arms for your family, what would you put on it? What would 
make a good symbol of your family—some type of animal, or a building, or a talent, or 
something else?
The blank coat of arms provided has four sections. Use each section to draw something 
to represent your family. Give each person in Youth Sabbath School a blank coat of arms 
(available at the end of this PDF) and write in the description so participants can refer to it 
after you given them the following four examples. Feel free to substitute your own choices 
in place of these four. In the upper left, draw an animal that illustrates how you generally 
relate to one another within your family. In the upper right, draw a sport that you would all 
agree to play. In the lower left, create the picture of God you’ve learned in your family. In 
the lower right, draw the kind of food that is preferred at family gatherings.
You can choose to have people share one-to-one or in small groups, or you may prefer to 
keep something this personal a private matter unless participants choose to share later in 
Sabbath School.
TRANSITION: As we consider "Family Fiascos" today, don’t try to compete with the strange 
families and family situations in the Bible. Instead, realize that you’re not the only person 
who may have experienced family issues of one type of another. Some wonder why these 
stories of dysfunctional people are in the Bible. Perhaps we can relate to them, and trust in 
God who is bigger than our family and still very interested in it.
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Video Clip and Follow-up Questions
This is a short video clip and an idea to help you to create your own video on this 
week’s topic, plus a few follow-up questions to spark discussion afterwards.
Create a video that illustrates our world today and how those connected to God 

live in such a world. Ask someone in advance to create follow-up questions based on this 
video.
Or go to YouTube and type in "iBelieveBible Favored Son" for a 3:18 video clip related to 
this week’s topic. Then use the follow-up questions provided (or create your own). 

FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS
1. Some people were born wealthy or beautiful or intelligent. Were you born with more 

advantages or more disadvantages?
2. Why were you born into the family and in the place and the time that you were? Was it 

just chance or did God have anything to do with it?
3. What do you think it means to be favored?
4. Who favors you? How do you know? Whom do you favor? How do you show it?
5. Do God’s people get more favoritism from God than others, or less, or just the same 

amount? How can God be fair and yet show favoritism?
6. Do some people have an easier time accepting the gift of salvation than others? What 

about those who have never heard of Jesus? What about those who have a terribly 
distorted view of God?

Music 
1. It’s best to do live music in your own setting, even if people are just 
learning.

2. Tap into Christian Copyright Licensing International (CCLI) to access Christian music 
legally. Your local church might already be doing this. If not, we recommend that you 
start. Their website is us.ccli.com.

3. Sing along with existing music. You can type song titles into YouTube and see how others 
are doing the same songs you choose. If you need lyrics, you can Google the song title 
and find them that way.

4. Here are ten songs related to today’s lesson, "Family Fiascos."
• Strong Enough
• Our Father
• One Life to Love
• Big House
• His Strength is Perfect
• You Raise Me Up
• Lord Reign in Me
• God is Not a Man
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• Family Tree
• Bind Us Together Lord

5. "Choose You Lord" is an original song, written specifically for Youth Sabbath School. Go 
to the Youth Sabbath School Ideas website to download the lyrics, music, and video to 
learn and teach this song in your Youth Sabbath School. Learning new songs usually takes 
repetition before people catch on. You may want to have a few people get familiar with it 
in advance so they can lead the rest of the group.

Bible Study Guides for Scripture  
for This Lesson    —    "Family Fiascoes"
This is another approach to the same topic as in the Teacher’s Guide, but just 

a different way of looking at it. Expect activities to illustrate the topic followed by some 
questions.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES
• Genesis 29:15–30:24; 30:1–24; 34, 35, 37

BIBLE STUDY GUIDE OPTIONS
• Family Reunions—Genesis 29:15–30:24; 34–35; 37–38; 49
• Don’t You Dare!—Genesis 34
• Daddy’s Favorite—Genesis 37

FAMILY REUNION 
(BASED ON GENESIS 29:15–30:24;  
34–35; 37–38; 49)

Say the words "family reunion" and the 
reactions can vary tremendously! For some, 
warm feelings immediately come to one’s 
entire body as memories of special people, 
special times, and even aromas, tastes, and 
experiences bring a satisfying smile. But for 
others, that same term brings consternation, 
anger, repulsion, and possibly even fear. 
Some have never been to a family reunion. 
And then there are those who think the 
whole thing isn’t worth the bother. What 
about you?
It probably depends on your family structure, and how you interact with one another. While 
times and cultures may vary, family and family gatherings can stir up a host of memories and 
emotions. Just about every family has some "skeletons in the closet" they don’t want others 

HERE’S ONE WAY OF STUDYING  
THE LESSON FOR THIS WEEK

MATERIALS NEEDED
• "Jacob’s Family" handout
• "Jacob’s Family Reunion" handout
• "18 Family Members" handout
• "Jacob’s Family Reunion Seating 

Chart for 18 People" handout 
• Pencil or pen for each participant
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to know about, and at least one relative who is a bit quirky. (If you don’t think you have a 
person like that in your family, you might be the quirky one!)
We’ll look at what it was like in Jacob’s time and culture, about 3,500 years ago in what we 
now call the Middle East. You can expect some things to be different, but also some things 
might surprisingly be similar.
When it comes to family we need to know who’s in and who’s out, and how these relatives 
are related to each other. We have to keep in mind that Jacob married two sisters. (Was 
that a good idea or was he tricked, just like he had tricked his brother to get the family 
birthright?) And both of the sisters used their female servants as surrogate mothers. (Could 
that happen today?)
We won’t bother with his grandpa Abraham who is dead, nor his mother Rebekah who is 
also dead, nor his father Isaac who is nearing death, nor his brother Esau since he probably 
isn’t invited to the family reunion (sound familiar?). We have the makings of a reality TV 
show, except this one doesn’t involve producers stirring up the drama.
Start with the handout "Jacob’s Family" and write in the various children with their mother 
and in their order of birth. Do this in teams of two. (Assign the groups or let them form 
naturally. Check to be sure people aren’t left out and that they have access to a Bible. If your 
group is large, keep these working groups small—two is better than three.) You can find the 
answers in Genesis 29:15–30:24. It would probably be a good idea to number the teams just 
to keep them straight. 
Jacob lived in a patriarchal society, so giving birth to a son would be considered a greater 
honor than giving birth to a daughter. At that time, it was thought that the pregnant mother 
determined the baby’s gender. This was before the scientific discovery that shows it’s 
actually the male’s sperm that determines the gender of the baby. Let’s keep this in mind as 
we consider the dynamics in Jacob’s day.

QUESTIONS
• What does this network of Jacob’s tell you about his family?
• Who do you identify with the most in Jacob’s family?
• What dynamics would you expect in this family?
• How do families today compare to Jacob’s family? What is similar and what is 

different?
• Would you rather be in your current family or Jacob’s family?

Let’s imagine that Jacob is going to have a special family reunion with all 12 sons and one 
daughter, plus their mothers. He has asked you to put together a workable seating chart. 
There will be 18 people in total. (Technically, Rachel and Benjamin wouldn’t be at the table 
together because Rachel died while giving birth to Benjamin, but include both Rachel and 
Benjamin in this seating chart.)
Before you draw a table and assign seats, take into consideration the way they relate to 
each other and their shared history. Read Genesis 29:15–30:24; 34–35; 37–38; 49. This is a 
lot of material, and some might be a review for those in your class. But notice the nuances 
and details you might have forgotten or not heard quite this way from a children’s story 
version or VeggieTales videos. 
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It’s up to the leader to decide if the whole class will read through these chapters in Genesis 
as a group or divide them and have different people search their particular chapter. (There 
are six segments; if you want a seventh, add Genesis 38 for another odd and ugly chapter in 
Jacob’s family.) You may want to read aloud or silently. These are all options for the leader to 
choose based on your particular group.
After reading some of this background to the family and its history, plus Jacob’s dying 
blessings to his 12 sons (Genesis 49), jot some notes to consider before making your seating 
chart for the family reunion. Hand out the "Jacob’s Family Reunion" sheet and give time 
to write notes for each. After working on this, draw the group together and ask a few 
questions.

QUESTIONS
• What dynamics do you see between the mothers?
• How would you expect the brothers to get along based on their mothers and the ages 

of the boys and how their father relates to them?
• Who will you need to keep apart at the table? Who can you put near each other? 

What might happen at this meal?
• Where is God in all of this?
• If you were one of Jacob’s sons, how would you relate to your father?

It’s time to make the seating chart for Jacob’s family reunion. Take the sheet "18 Family 
Members" and cut out the 18 names so you can move them around your chart. Then take 
the sheet "Jacob’s Family Reunion Seating Chart for 18 People" and begin to place the 
people around the table(s) you draw. Work alone or in the groups that read the Genesis 
passages and wrote the notes to consider.
The leader needs to give a timeframe to complete this task, such as five minutes. Give 
helpful reminders of the time remaining. If some finish early, ask a few questions about how 
they chose who would sit where. Check to see if they opted to have more than one table, 
and why. When the time has ended, give a few people the opportunity to share their seating 
chart with others. It’s best to present more than one seating chart. Notice similarities and 
differences as well as the rationale for where family members were placed.

QUESTIONS
• What surprised you about the different seating charts?
• What made sense to you about the different seating charts?
• People often refer to the church or followers of Jesus as being part of the "family of 

God." How are God’s family and Jacob’s family similar and different?
• Who would be a better family in the Bible to model God’s people after than Jacob’s 

family—those known as the children of Israel?
• What could God do with a family like Jacob’s family? What can God do with your 

family?

A popular Christian song among teens several decades ago was called "His Banner Over Me 
is Love." Based on Song of Solomon 2:4, the lyrics include, "He sits me at his banqueting 
table, His banner over me is love." The book of Revelation pictures the wedding supper of 
the Lamb with God’s people as the bride. Read aloud Revelation 19:6–9.
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What makes the difference between Jacob’s family and God’s family? God chose to work 
through Jacob’s family. Jesus was born through the bloodline of Jacob! The tumultuous 
history shows that humans are messed up and God is forgiving. It also shows how great 
things can happen through God’s people when the people rely on God and let God flow 
through them to others.
You can’t change your biological or adoptive family, and you may have close friends whom 
you consider to be your chosen family. Just like we see in Jacob’s story, God works through 
all types of families.
Close with conversational prayer about three topics:

• Gratitude to God for not giving up on us and for making us part of His family.
• Asking forgiveness for when we and our families have messed up.
• Asking for God’s Spirit to live in us and through us to show what God’s family truly  

can be.

WRAP-UP
God’s people came through a family line full of major dysfunctions. It’s no wonder that 
Joseph was hated by his other brothers! And yet God worked amazing miracles through 
even these dysfunctional individuals that made up the original children of Israel. If God can 
do this through Jacob’s family, imagine what God can do through your family!

Don’t You Dare!
(BASED ON GENESIS 34; 35:1–15)

TRIGGER WARNING: This lesson 
deals with rape and sexual assault. Be 
aware that children (under 18 in most 
places) cannot consent in relationships, 
so all types of abuse, incest, rape, etc. 
are the responsibility of the older person. 
Read the article "Caring for Kids: What 
Parents Need to Know about Sexual 
Abuse" from the National Sexual Violence 
Resource Center before leading this 
discussion.
This chapter of the Bible is one that most people skip. It’s a horrible story. It’s about family 
once again, which means it certainly fits our lesson for this week, “Family Fiascos.”
Before reading the story, let’s catch up on the context. Jacob had been forced to run for his 
life after deceiving his twin brother and father. During his journey, God appeared to Jacob 
in a dream with the message that he was with Jacob and would continue to be with him. 
Eventually Jacob made it to where his relatives dwelled, which was very far from his own 
home. He spent twenty years working for his uncle and received payment in terms of two 
wives and then some animals. 
Eventually Jacob returned to his home country, but received word that his twin brother Esau, 
along with 400 armed men, was coming to meet him. Jacob tried his best to appease the 

HERE’S ANOTHER WAY OF STUDYING  
THE LESSON FOR THIS WEEK

MATERIALS NEEDED
• Enough small rocks, grape juice, and 

olive oil for each participant as well 
as a place to pour the liquids on the 
rocks during a commitment ceremony 
at the close of this study.
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brother he had deceived so shamefully by sending him many gifts. Later during the night, a 
man approached Jacob and wrestled with him until morning, only leaving after giving Jacob 
a blessing as well as a terrible limp before he would face Esau. Miraculously, when he went 
to meet his brother Esau greeted his brother warmly, not giving him the reaction he really 
deserved.
Now Jacob was faced with the issue of finding a place to set up his tents in this promised 
land of Canaan. At this point in time, he had eleven sons and one daughter. Jacob decided 
to move his family to an area outside the town of Shechem. He purchased some land from 
Hamor, made an altar to “God, the God of Israel,” and prepared to begin a new life in this 
land of promise. As you may know, however, it didn’t go very well.

Before we begin our discussion questions, it’s important to note that this situation was 
not Dinah’s fault, and both women and men can be the victims of rape and sexual abuse. 
However, the the rapists and abusers are the people who are responsible for their actions.
If any of you have been a victim of rape or sexual abuse, I am so sorry. It’s not your fault. If 
you have had this experience, I encourage you to talk with a safe person such as a trusted 
family member, teacher, or pastor, and contact the National Sexual Assault Hotline at  
www.rainn.org.

QUESTIONS
• Why do you think this story is in the Bible? (Sexual abuse happens today, and rape is 

just one type of sexual abuse. Women are usually the victims, though men are being 
abused at greater rates than ever before. Also, this is an example of the end times 
resembling Sodom and Gomorrah with many instances of sexual abuse.)

• In our modern understanding, consent means having the opportunity to say "yes" or 
"no" with the knowledge that your reply will be respected by the other person. Did 
Dinah have the opportunity to consent to this sexual encounter? (This story bears 
some resemblance to Bathsheba’s story—another example of a woman not having the 
opportunity to consent.)

• What is the age of consent in our area? (Children [under 18 in most places] cannot 
consent in relationships, so all types of abuse, incest, rape, etc. are the responsibility 
of the older person.)

• Choice is a main premise in the Great Controversy. Why is choice important?
• Why didn’t Jacob respond right away?
• How do you think Simeon and Levi should have reacted? (Some survivors may ask 

friends and family members for help. If a friend shares this type of information with 

Read Genesis 34:1–31 aloud together as a group. Keep in mind that this is for 
mature audiences. Prepare your teens so they aren’t completely blindsided by 
this story. It’s real, it happened, and it’s in the Bible, so the teens in your Youth 
Sabbath School should discuss it. After you read the story together, lead the 
participants in a discussion with the following questions. This can be done either 
in small groups who then share their answers with the everyone, or just as one 
large group discussing it at once
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you, encourage them to seek help from a trusted family member, teacher, pastor, 
or counselor. And if your friend is in immediate danger, encourage them to call the 
authorities right away.) 

• Later on in the Bible, Jesus preached about not taking "an eye for an eye" and "a 
tooth for a tooth." If Simeon and Levi had had that attitude, how might that have 
changed this story?

• Who can you go to if you have been raped or sexually abused? What can you do if 
someone you know has been raped or sexually abused? (Reiterate points previously 
mentioned—encourage survivors to talk with a safe person and contact the National 
Sexual Assault Hotline at www.rainn.org.)

This emotionally packed story doesn’t end in Genesis 34. Continue reading it in Genesis 
35:1–15. God gave some specific directions and promises to both Jacob and his family, and 
they responded.

QUESTIONS
• What did God provide?
• What did Jacob do?
• What instructions did Jacob give to his family?
• Would you be willing to participate in a renewal like this?

I am now going to give each of you a rock so you can make a marker like Jacob did when he 
declared the space where he was living the “House of God.” For Jacob, this was a renewal 
at the very same spot where God had appeared to him earlier in life—before he had any 
wives or children. This renewal was a first-time experience for the rest of his family, however, 
including Dinah. They joined him in recommitting to God and to living in God’s house. It 
was also a way to acknowledge God’s presence in spite of all the terrible things that had 
happened in their family.
If you want to live in the "House of God" too, I invite you to take one of these stones 
right now to mark the place and pour some grape juice and oil over it to symbolize God’s 
presence in your life.

WRAP-UP
Parents often try to shield their children from subjects like rape and murder, so it’s no 
surprise if you’ve never heard this Bible story before today. However, the reality is that the 
Bible is full of stories that are as difficult to read as this one. When we do read them, it’s 
important to remember that God is always with us no matter what happens. He was with 
Jacob’s family during this incredibly difficult time in their lives, and he will always be with us 
as well.

Show the website www.rainn.org on-screen.

Take turns reading the first 15 verses of Genesis 35 aloud.
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DADDY’S FAVORITE
(BASED ON GENESIS 37)

ACTIVITY
In advance put money in 12 different 
envelopes and place the following money 
in them: If you use U.S. dollars, use 1 
$20, 1 $10, 2 $5s, and 8 $1s. If you use 
Monopoly money, use 1 $500, 1 $100, 1 
$50, 2 $20s, 2 $10s, 2 $5s, and 3 $1s.
If you have fewer than 12 participants in 
your Youth Sabbath School, either let each 
person have more than one envelope or 
just use one envelope per person.
As the leader, make it obvious that you 
favor one person in the group (your 
"Joseph, the favorite son of Jacob") more 
than the others. Explain that you have something special for your children/Youth Sabbath 
School participants, but you are going to give it to just one person—the one who ends up 
with the largest amount of money after they open the envelopes that you are about to give 
them. Since they are all your children/Youth Sabbath School participants, each one gets an 
envelope. Line them up in order of importance. 

Before they open their envelopes, explain that after they open the envelopes and take out 
their money, the person with the largest amount of money has the option of trading with 
anyone else in the class. Have them open their envelopes and then give Joseph the option 
of making any trades he or she would like. You might add more by simply handing Joseph 
an extra bill from your own wallet (a $20 if US dollars or a $500 if Monopoly money). That 
will give Joseph more than anyone else, and it will be so unfair and such an affront because 
you spoil Joseph at the expense of everyone else.
Now you’re ready to ask who has the most money. Be sure it is your favorite. When the 
others don’t have more than your favorite, ask them to give their money to Joseph. Then 
explain that you have something special for Joseph because he or she has more money than 
any of his or her siblings.
Give Joseph a large bathrobe and explain that by wearing this coat, he or she is exempt 
from household chores and always gets to be first. Because you are playing the role of 
Jacob, explain that as a twin with a brother who is a few minutes older, God still gave you 
the birthright the way a firstborn son would receive it in most families during Bible times. 
Because of that experience, you are preparing the rest of the siblings who are older than 
Joseph for the fact that your birthright will bypass them and go to Joseph. With that, put 

HERE’S ANOTHER WAY OF STUDYING  
THE LESSON FOR THIS WEEK

MATERIALS NEEDED
• Money and envelopes for an activity. 

Choose to use either real money or 
something like Monopoly money. 
Have 12 different bills, like 1 $20, 1 
$10, 2 $5s, and 8 $1s. If it’s Monopoly 
money, have 1 $500, 1 $100, 1 $50, 2 
$20s, 2 $10s, 2 $5s, and 3 $1s.

• A large bathrobe to playfully mimic 
Joseph’s coat of many colors.

Come up with your own explanation, but be sure you make a big deal about 
your favorite one being first and placing them right next to you.
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the bathrobe on Joseph and have him or her parade in front of the rest of the group, with 
lots of approval and affirmation from you.

QUESTIONS
• How are you feeling about "Joseph"? How are you feeling about your father?
• If you were Joseph’s brothers, what would you have done?
• If you were Joseph, what would you have done?
• Have you experienced being your parent’s favorite child or a teacher’s favorite in 

school? What were the postive and negative consequences?
• So far, has your life had more negative experiences or more positive experiences? • 

Does God have favorites? Do you?

Ask for two people in your group to join you in front and give them an opportunity, one at 
a time, to tell the story of Joseph, Jacob’s son, from his birth up to the time he was sold 
into slavery. After the first person gives their 60-second version, invite the second person to 
add whatever is missing from the story or any corrections that need to be made. Limit both 
storytellers to just 60 seconds each.
Then read aloud the Bible version found in Genesis 37, taking turns in your group. Some 
might be surprised what they have forgotten about this familiar Bible story.

QUESTIONS
• What stands out in your mind about this story?
• What part of the Bible version wasn’t fresh in your memory until it was read aloud just 

now?
• Why did Jacob treat Joseph so differently? 
• What advice would you give Jacob? What advice would you give Joseph? What 

advice would you give to Joseph’s brothers?
• What stands out to you in Jacob’s prayer in Genesis 32:9–12?

Joseph’s "coat of many colors" was long and had long sleeves. The rest of the brothers 
would have had short robes with no sleeves because of all the manual labor they had to 
do each day. There were practical reasons for this. Such was the garb of workers. Only the 
nobility had long coats with long sleeves. What were the obvious implications for Joseph?
The book of Revelation frequently mentions "white robes" being given to God’s people as 
well as being the garb of those in heaven. (For example, see Revelation 3:4–5, 18; 4:4; 6:11; 
7:9; 15:6; 19:14.) This gift symbolizes Christ’s righteousness—Christ’s perfection covering 
you. What a gift! Not only does Jesus want to live in us and through us, He completely 
covers us with His righteousness. We’re free to live for Him, knowing that we can count on 
His righteousness. All of us can be God’s favorite.

QUESTIONS
• If God gives his people white robes of righteousness as a gift, how it that similar and 

how is that different compared to Jacob giving Joseph a special coat?
• Is it fair for God to give us Christ’s righteousness in place of our own?
• Do you have Christ’s righteousness? If so, when and how did you get it? If not, would 

you like to receive it?
• How do you relate to others when you’ve been given the gift of Christ’s 

righteousness? How will you relate to God?
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WRAP-UP
Joseph was very demonstrative of his love for Joseph, the firstborn son of his favorite wife, 
Rachel. But treating the person born #11 as the firstborn created all kinds of rifts with his 
brothers. We can scream, "That isn’t fair!" By role-playing this story, hopefully participants 
have greater empathy as well as understanding about this ancient Bible story. And be sure 
to thank God that He treats us not as we deserve, but far better than we deserve.

Application Ideas for Living Out  
This Lesson This Week
Let these spark ideas for ways you can move from talk to action and live out the 

lesson in a practical way this week.
The following applications relate to the corresponding Bible Study Guides for Scripture for the 
lesson above.

A. You don’t have to wait for a family reunion to think about your family and some of the 
dynamics you experience. Young children who visit another family often wish they could 
switch families because they see the family they’re visiting for only a short while and the 
family probably shows its good side when others are visiting. But by the time you’re a 
teen, you’ve come to see that each family has its challenges.
After this study on "Family Fiascoes" with Jacob’s family, take the time this week to go 
individually to some members of your family and thank them for the times they have 
forgiven you, encouraged you, stood up for you, taken a chance with you, celebrated 
with you, etc. Let them know that after studying Jacob’s family, you’re grateful God put 
you in this family.
If you aren’t ready or able to do this for whatever reason, do the same thing in prayer to 
God. In the privacy of talking with God, thank God or question God or rage against God 
or cry to God about your family. Get it off of your chest and onto God’s. He can handle 
it much better than you. When you get it all out of your system, ask God what He would 
like for you to do for your family and with your family.

B. Take your rock of commitment to live in a "House of God." Tell those who you live with 
about your decision and invite them to make your residence a place that all present will 
consider to be a "House of God." Ask what commitments have been made previously, 
and acknowledge the need to periodically make recommitments because some things 
change (such as family, ages, maturity, calamity, bad choices, forgiveness, second 
chances, etc.), and some things stay the same (God is still God, He cares for us, God is 
present, God calls for our best and draws us to Himself).

C. This week initiate a conversation with someone with whom you can have one-to-
one spiritual discussions. If you don’t have someone like that, use this to start on 
an experimental basis. The topic for you to introduce is based on your Sabbath 
School discussion last Sabbath about Joseph’s special coat and Christ’s white robe of 
righteousness offered to us. Read together Revelation 3:4–6 and Revelation 3:17–22 and 
discuss Christ’s offer of a white robe, what it takes to get it, and whether or not each of 
you has it. Close with prayer together and check in with each other one week later to ask 
how wearing Christ’s robe played out for you in the intervening week.
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Youth Leader  
Tip for the  
Week

This bonus is just for the youth leader—a 
quick tip and an illustration to enhance your 
youth leadership. You may already know this 
idea, have learned it through trial and error, 
or maybe just need a reminder. Here it is in a 
quick infusion:

A BIT MORE
Those who has a little bit of exposure to 
young people and the current culture aren’t 
as likely to be shocked or reactionary when 
they see or hear about young people. Adults tend to have "selective memory" about their 
own teen years. Young people might simply be trying to "push your buttons" to see if you 
still care about them when they do something or look a certain way intended to shock. You 
can acknowledge their look or action, but will you still put your arm around them? Don’t 
confuse loving them with condoning their looks or actions.

Teen Q & A
Here’s a question a teen is asking, with a response from a youth pastor. This 
might be a question your teens are asking. Use the response to springboard into 

discussion with your Youth Sabbath School participants.
Question: What does it mean to be "blessed"?
Answer: It’s good, very good!
I’ve heard some form of the word "bless" in a number of settings, such as:

• "Bless you" (after sneezing).
• "God bless you" (a form of "thank you," such as after you give a homeless person 

some food).
• "I feel really blessed" (I have it good).
• "It was such a blessing to be here" (I liked this!).
• "Bless me, my father, bless me" (Esau, feeling left out of getting the birthright for the 

firstborn).
• "Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name" (a psalm of 

David’s).
• "May the Lord be gracious unto you and bless you" (a benediction).
• "You’ll be blessed" (Elton John lyrics).
• Bless the Beasts and Children (title of a book and a play, also a 1970s song by Karen 

Carpenter offering something for the underdogs or the weak in comparison to the 
strong).

Q
A
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• "Bless this house, O Lord, we pray" (lyrics from an Irish blessing song and prayer that 
we sang at the dedication of our new house when we moved in).

• "I’m sure God will bless you" (you’ll get a great payback from God).

Where have you heard someone mention something about "blessing"? When do you use it?
According to the dictionary, the word "blessed" comes from the old English word "blood," 
and it’s used in consecration. It could mean to hallow or consecrate by religious rite or 
word, to hallow with the sign of the cross, to invoke divine care (bless your heart), to praise 
or glorify (bless His holy name), to speak well of, to confer prosperity or happiness upon, 
protect, preserve, endow, favor (blessed with athletic ability).
The meaning of "blessed" goes back to the Old Testament Hebrew words barak and 
ashre that get translated "bless." The New Testament Greek words eulogeo and markarios 
also get translated as "bless." Here are some examples that I found in The Seventh-day 
Adventist Bible Commentary:
God’s blessing happens when God gives good gifts to someone (see 2 Samuel 6:11, 12; Job 
42:12).
When people "bless" God, they are simply acknowledging God as the one who gives 
spiritual and material prosperity (see Psalm 63:4; 103:1–5; 145:2).
When one person blesses another, that person is expressing a wish that the other one will 
be given good gifts (see Joshua 14:13; 1 Samuel 2:20).
Blessed can mean happy or fortunate (see Psalm 1:1; 2:12; 32:1, 2; Matthew 5:1–12).
If every good gift has its origins in God (see James 1:17), then every blessing has its origins 
in God as well. But the blessings we receive from God aren’t merely for us. We are blessed 
in order to bless others, which has been God’s intention from the beginning (see Genesis 
1:28–31). He repeated it when He promised a blessing to Abram–a blessing that would 
reach everyone on earth through Abram (see Genesis12:2, 3).
The same is true today. Every blessing that God gives us is for our benefit and for us to 
share with others. So bless you! Oh, God has already done that? Well, He’s doing it some 
more. Enjoy it, and pass it along by blessing others, too!

Cornerstone Connections is provided by the General Conference Sabbath School 
Department.
The supplemental materials for Youth Sabbath School found here are provided by the North 
American Division
Tracy Wood, Youth and Young Adult Ministries Director
Vandeon Griffin, Youth and Young Adult Ministries Associate Director
Armando Miranda, Youth and Young Adult Ministries Associate Director
Steve Case, Editor
AdventSource, Publisher
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Choose you, Lord
Written by Werner Carrasco 
Performed by Allison Padilla

TA fork on the road, I stare and wonder,
Where do I go?

No one can see the strain I’m under
It’s night or day

I’ve got to move,
I’ve got to go,

The way back home
I’ve got to know

CHORUS
But I gotta choose life,
Yes I gotta choose love,

I choose the way that comes from above
And I gotta choose joy,
I gotta choose peace,

Where ever I go I will always
Choose you, Lord

Everything’s clear, no rain or thunder,
I know where to go,

There is no fear, no doubting wonder
His Light will stay

I’ve got to move,
I’ve got to go,

The way back home
I’ve got to know
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Draw your personal coat of arms.
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