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Scripture Story: Haggai; Ezra 4–6.
Commentary: Prophets and Kings, chapter 46.
Key Text: Ezra 5:11.

PREPARING TO TEACH

I. SYNOPSIS
 Recounting the rebuilding of the Temple is a tried- 
and-true technique used for years by pastors and 
elders to promote church-building projects. It also 
provides opportunity to demonstrate God’s workings 
through His people as they face great difficulty or per-
sonal peril. He even used one of the great rulers of the 
ancient world, Persian king Darius I (522-486 B.C.—
known for his administrative acumen and massive 
building projects), to further His will. This week’s les-
son uses not only the Bible as a historical source, but 
also includes references to ancient archival records 
quoted in the Bible.
 During the reign of Cyrus, a predecessor to 
Darius, the enemies of Judah and Benjamin (i.e., 
the Samaritans) heard about the Temple-rebuilding 
effort in Jerusalem and offered to help. Their offer 
was declined because the Jewish people learned 
during their Babylonian exile to resist the temptation 
to join idolaters in any undertaking. This rebuff led 
to Samaritan-initiated efforts to thwart the rebuild-
ing endeavor, ultimately leading to its cessation until 
Darius eventually ordered it otherwise. Darius even 
provided funds from the royal treasury to pay the full 
cost of the project, all the animals needed for burnt 
offerings, and the items needed by the priests to con-
duct their ceremonial rituals. 
 The rebuilding of the Temple can be used to illus-
trate a sense of church identity (e.g., the Jewish peo-
ple decided to do the work unaided by other groups); 
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church unity (e.g., the people worked with one accord 
to accomplish the goal of rebuilding the Temple); and 
stewardship of time and resources.

II. TARGET
 The students will:
 •  Understand how God works through His people 

and others to accomplish His purposes. (Know)
 •  Feel connected to God’s people past, present, 

and future by how they respond to His leading 
today. (Feel)

 •  Commit themselves to God’s service and leading 
as they see how God led His people to rebuild 
the Temple. (Respond)

III. EXPLORE
 Stewardship, Seventh-day Adventist Beliefs, no. 
21: “We are God’s stewards, entrusted by Him with 
time and opportunities, abilities and possessions, and 
the blessings of the earth and its resources. We are 
responsible to Him for their proper use. We acknowl-
edge God’s ownership by faithful service to Him and 
our fellow human beings, and by returning tithe and 
giving offerings for the proclamation of His gospel 
and the support and growth of His church.” (Genesis 
1:26-28; 2:15; 1 Chronicles 29:14; Haggai 1:3-11; 
Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew 23:23; Romans 15:26, 27;  
1 Corinthians 9:9-14; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:7.) 

LESSON 1
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TEACHING

I. GETTING STARTED

Activity
 Refer the students to the What Do You Think? 
section of their lesson. Discuss their responses. 
 Invite the students to share their ideas regarding 
the design of a Seventh-day Adventist church sanc-
tuary (i.e., a modern-day temple). While not a setting 
where ceremonial rituals take place (unlike the Temple), 
today’s churches remain places in which God’s people 
meet to worship, praise, and fellowship. What, if any-
thing, do the architecture and accoutrements of our 
churches say about our identity as a denomination? 
What about our church signs and official logo?
 We are one church, united in the body of Christ, 
striving to represent God’s character to a fallen world. 
Our church identity and unity ultimately come from 
our relationship with God and our desire to follow His 
leading, not our worship style or sanctuary architec-
ture.

Illustration
 Share this illustration in your own words:
 In many areas of the United States signs can be 
seen along roads acknowledging groups that have 
volunteered to maintain that section of highway by 
picking up trash, mowing, and generally making the 
roadside look nice. Group names seen on such signs 
include families (good way to bond!), realty agents 
(good advertising!), or other businesses.
 One day I was momentarily stumped upon seeing 
a sign that gave credit to BSA Troop 312 for keeping 
the roadside looking sharp. Being more familiar with 
Pathfinders than the Boy Scouts of America, I hadn’t 
quickly realized what the abbreviation meant. Shortly 
thereafter I saw a sign crediting the local SDA church 
using the initials SDA rather than the full name of the 
denomination. I wondered how many passersby would 
recognize that abbreviation.
 In the public high school that I attended, one 
of the staff members in the library where I volun-
teered enthusiastically noted she was familiar with my 
church. She exclaimed, “You’re one of those Seven-
days Adventurers!” We laughed and discussed the 
actual name of the church and what it meant, but I’ve 
never forgotten the term she used. We are Seven-days 
Adventurers, daily living our lives with joy and purpose 

as we share God’s love with those around us.
 Our identity as a denomination is rooted in our 
belief that we are a remnant church, part of the lineage 
of God’s special people throughout human history. 
The name proclaims two of the major tenets we hold 
dear. Ask your students if they feel part of this Advent 
movement, begun in the mid-nineteenth century, and 
God’s people throughout history.

II. TEACHING THE STORY

Bridge to the Story
 Share the following in your own words:
 God uses His people, past and present, to accom-
plish His purposes. As Seventh-day Adventists we are 
specially positioned to be His servants in earth’s last 
days just as the Jewish people were specially posi-
tioned to rebuild the Temple in Old Testament times. 
That position comes with responsibility to reflect His 
character to others, to serve Him with our full and best 
effort, and to be faithful stewards.

Out of the Story for Teachers
 After you read the Into the Story section with your 
students, use the following in your own words to pro-
cess it with them.
 •  What are the names of the two people who 

stepped up to take the lead in rebuilding the 
Temple? Who helped them? Are the charter 
member names known in your local church? 
Who were the key people involved with getting 
it started?

 •  What impact did reading the authoritative his-
torical record have on those who wished the 
Temple building to stop? What are some exam-
ples of authoritative historical records main-
tained today in government and/or other insti-
tutional archives? Why is it important that such 
records be kept and made available?

 •  While more than 18 million people is a large 
number, that total church membership world-
wide provides little comfort or feeling of belong-
ing if you’re in an area where there are not many 
Seventh-day Adventists. Have you experienced 
discouragement in such circumstances? Dis- 
cuss ways to engender a fuller sense of belong-
ing to a worldwide body of believers or to God’s 
people in times past.

 •  Can you think of times in history when God 



used an earthly leader to further His goal?
 •  Discuss with your students why there is no 

longer need for a fully functioning Temple com-
plete with ceremonial rituals.

 •  What role does stewardship play in furthering 
God’s goals today? Ask a pastor or elder to 
share examples with your students of how 
proper stewardship has resulted in something 
tangible at your church.

 •  American civil rights leader John Lewis, now a 
U.S. congressman from the state of Georgia, has 
said America needs young people today who are 
willing to “get in the way” of an injustice. What 
are some biblical examples of people who “got 
in the way”? Have you gotten in the way of an 
unjust situation in your community? If so, what 
does this say about our identity as a church?

 •   The Seventh-day Adventist Church was formed 
largely by young people who were not afraid to 
follow God’s leading. What role or influence do 
young people have in your local church or in the 
administrative hierarchy of the world church?

 Use the following as more teachable passages that 
relate to today’s story: Isaiah 58:11-14; Luke 1:46-55; 
Revelation 21:22-27.

Sharing Context and Background
 Use the following information to shed more light 
on the story for your students. Share it in your own 
words.
 Seventh-day Adventists, including your students, 

are part of a long line of God’s people throughout 
history. The Jewish people in the time of Ezra were 
bonded by the shared experience of their Babylonian 
captivity, not unlike the bond that forms among sol-
diers in time of war. As young people today seek to 
find their place in their community and world, many 
teens feel isolated, longing to belong to a group that 
shares a common purpose.
 The book of Ezra is a historical sourcebook (as is  
the book of Nehemiah) that presents the outworking of 
God’s plan to restore Jewish nationhood by providing 
another opportunity for them to cooperate with His 
purposes and demonstrate their right to exist as a 
nation. This week’s lesson shows how a few people, 
led by determined leaders, can do great things for God.
 Ezra is one of only three books in the Bible (along 
with Esther and Nehemiah) pertaining to the period of 
Jewish history following the Babylonian exile (after 586 
B.C.). All the events described take place in the first 
half of the Persian Empire, which lasted from 539 B.C. 
(with the fall of Babylon to the forces of Cyrus) to 331 
B.C. (when Darius III died and the empire of Alexander 
the Great rose to prominence).
 The Persian Empire spanned from Iran in the east 
to the coast of Asia Minor in the west to the Armenian 
highlands in the north and the border of Egypt to the 
south. Founded by Cyrus, it was his policy to appease 
nations conquered by Babylon to resettle them in their 
old homes and restore their places of worship. In gen-
eral, the kings of Persia attempted to rule their empire in 
a humane and equitable manner practicing honesty and 
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Teaching From . . . 
Refer your students to the other sections of their lesson.

• Key Text  
  Invite the students to share the key text with 

the class if they have committed it to memory.
• Flashlight  

  Read the Flashlight statement, pointing out 
that most of the time it is from the commen-
tary on this week’s story found in the book 
Prophets and Kings. Ask what relationship 
they see between the statement and what they 
have just discussed from Out of the Story.   

•  Punch Lines  
Point out to your students the verses listed 
in their lesson that relate to this week’s story. 
Have them share the verse that speaks most 
directly to them and allow them to explain why 
they chose it. 

•  Further Insight  
Ask them how the quote in Further Insight 
conveys the point of the story in this lesson. 
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III. CLOSING

Activity
   Close with an activity and debrief it in your own 
words.
   Read and discuss the paragraph found on page 
576 of Prophets and Kings that is seen in Thursday’s 
daily thought-provoker, paying particular attention 
to this sentence: “Could Christians realize how 
many times the Lord has ordered their way, that 

the purposes of the enemy concerning them might 
not be accomplished, they would not stumble along 
complainingly.” Ask your students if they can recall an 
experience that, perhaps after the fact, they realized 
had been influenced by the hand of God.

Summary
 Share the following thoughts in your own words:
 God’s people are being led by Him today just as 
surely as He has led His people in the past. We even 
have a modern-day prophet to help us. While we may 
not be literal temple builders, there are responsibilities 
given us that require our full commitment to His lead-
ing, proper stewardship of our time and resources, 
and unity of purpose that will lead us to the heavenly 
Promised Land to live with God forever.
 Our identity as God’s last-day people, who will 
stand firm in Him even in the face of personal peril, 
will be seen ever more clearly as we draw nearer to the 
day of His coming. That identity is being forged today, 
in matters great and small, as we live out our commit-
ment to God and to His precepts. Let us Seventh-day 
Adventists be constantly aware of who we are and 
what we believe, and not abbreviate who we are and 
what we stand for.
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supporting the interests of the peoples they governed. 
 When Cyrus took Babylon he became acquainted 
with Daniel, who was then very old. Through Daniel, 
Cyrus learned about Isaiah’s prophecies concerning him 
and the role he was to play in behalf of God’s people 
(see Isaiah 44:21–45:13). He died in a military campaign 
against unruly eastern tribes after a nine-year reign.
 Cambyses, the eldest son of Cyrus, reigned for 
almost eight years, followed by the short reign of the 
false Smerdis. Upon his ascendancy, Darius I per-
mitted the Temple work to resume, and his era was 
marked by prosperity and order. The Jews, as did 
the other nations within the empire, benefited from 
his wise rule. Under the spiritual leadership of the 
prophets Haggai and Zechariah, they finished the 
Temple and dedicated it in the sixth year of the reign 
of Darius I in 515 B.C. (Adapted from The SDA Bible 
Commentary, vol. 3, pp. 320-322.)

✁
Tips for Top-Notch Teaching 

The Past, Present in Pictures
 Photographs of the archaeological sites of 
biblical places mentioned in a lesson, or artifacts 
from those sites, bring the past to life. Students 
will see that these places were as real as the 
places they see around them now. There are 
numerous books and World Wide Web sites that 
feature such photos, which can be easily pre-
sented to your students. An image search using 
the word “Darius” will find you many sites. 
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Remind the students about the reading plan that will take them through the 
inspired commentary of the Bible, the Conflict of the Ages Series. The reading that 
goes with this lesson is Prophets and Kings (or Royalty and Ruin),*  chapter 46. 

*A special adaptation of Prophets and Kings has been created by the Ellen G. 
White Estate and the Pacific Press Publishing Association. Get more info about it at 
www.cornerstoneconnections.net.




